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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM ELIZABETH BOGUE 

 

I do not support this Bill.   

1. The very terminology is misleading.  Reasonable chastisement is not assault.  There 
are already safeguards to protect the child’s health and life in place. 

2. It is the parent’s job to raise their child.  Not the government’s job.  This Bill tramples 
on parent’s rights.  It basically eradicates some of the most fundamental family and 
privacy rights there are.  You might as well say that the children belong to the 
government, and the parents are just nannies.  The First Minister has already 
referred to herself as “Scotland’s Mammy”.  The very word ‘minister’ means servant. 
The Ministers of both the Scottish Parliament and Westminster are to serve the 
people, not the other way around.  The government shouldn’t be able to tell the 
family how to raise their children.  You could not get a more Orwellian bill if you tried.  
This is the quintessential definition of a nanny state.  What makes a government 
employee any more capable of knowing what is best for a child than that child’s 
parent? Why does the government think they can do a better job of parenting than 
the actual parents?  This is arrogance at incredible levels.  What a belittling and 
demeaning view of Scottish parents and the Scottish people!   

3. This Bill will jeopardise the lives of children.  If one child is bullying or attacking 
another child, an adult will not be able to restrain them without breaking this law.  If a 
child is determined to touch a gas flame or run out in front of a car, if you physically 
restrain them, you are breaking this law.   

4. This Bill will put children’s lives in danger.  Children who are at serious risk, whose 
parents are abusing and neglecting them, will get lost in the massive backlog of 
cases that every social worker already has and that will only increase as busybodies 
report parents to the authorities.  Social workers will be so busy checking up on 
frivolous cases, that children who are being abused and assaulted will fall through 
the ever increasing cracks. 

5. This Bill will create a culture of fear and suspicion.  Parents will live in fear that a 
“well-meaning” neighbour or someone in the shop or teacher who doesn’t like them 
will report them.  They will be afraid to do anything to discipline their child in public, 
and discipline itself will be seen as something to be ashamed of.  Parents will 
become criminals if they follow their principles and risk imprisonment and having 
their children taken from them.  This will no longer be a free country.   

6. This Bill acts like we don’t already have different rules for children from adults.  Will it 
become theft to take a teenager’s phone from them or tell them they have less 
screen time?  If you ground your child, are you guilty of wrongful imprisonment?  Is 
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making them stay at the table till they eat their vegetables abuse?  You couldn’t do 
any of these things to adults.  We have different rules for children from adults. 

7. This Bill can not be enforced consistently.  Are you going to have police raids on 
homes?  Will teachers urge their children to “turn their parents in”?  Sounds like Nazi 
Germany.  One primary school in Scotland already told their students to tell them if 
their parents smacked them.   

8. As a Christian, I don’t believe this is what God teaches in the Bible.  The Scriptures 
are clear that parents are to raise their children, not the government.  Parents are to 
discipline their children in accordance with God’s Word.  God’s Word is also clear 
that they aren’t to endanger or abuse their children.  Christians are a disparaged and 
marginalised minority in this country, I realise.  Their rights are non-existent and 
intense prejudice is consistently shown towards them.  The “tolerance and 
inclusiveness” that Scotland likes to pride itself on never extends to Christians.  This 
Bill is yet another example of the beliefs and principles of Christians being shoved 
aside and ignored.   


